Does a bone deformity of the distal phalanx undergo remodeling after removal of a congenital ectopic nail?: A case with periodic radiographic follow-up.
Congenital ectopic nails are rare and are characterized by the presence of nail-like tissue mainly at the tip of a finger or toe. Although the accompanying bone deformity might undergo remodeling after removal of the ectopic nail, it remains unknown whether complete bone remodeling can be eventually achieved, and whether such remodeling is necessary to improve the final cosmetic appearance of the concerned fingertip. Follow-up with periodic radiographic examination for 1 year after surgery in a child with congenital ectopic nail revealed no bone remodeling, despite the satisfactory cosmetic result. We conclude that residual bone deformity does not affect the final appearance.